
12.13.22 PTA Meeting Minutes  
 
Meeting was called to order 
 

Recording secretary’s report: Dec. minutes were approved.  

 

Corresponding secretary’s report: Kate shared thank you cards received.  

 

Treasurer’s report:  

Current bank balance = $224,922.75 
 

New Business: 
 
Aquaponic Farming System: Update on the Aquaponic farming system presentation – Founder of drop 

the beat farms came to the Nov PTA meeting to discuss a program for Mountz.  Drop the beat has been 

seen in the New York Times, ABC news with Localish, CBS News with John Elliot, NJ Readers Digest, The 

Coast Star Newsgroup & recognized as a distinguished farmer from Grown in Monmouth and Jersey 

Fresh. The systems are in West Belmar Elementary School, West New York Middle School, and 

Forrestdale School of Rumson to name a few.  They suggested one of two systems for Mountz.  The 

larger system contains 336 vertical plants and can harvest 420 lbs. of tilapia.  The smaller system 

contains 122 vertical plants and can harvest 300 lbs. of tilapia.   

They explained that Aquaponics is the combination of aquaculture (raising fish) and hydroponics (the 

soil-less growing of plants) that grows fish and plants together in one symbiotic ecosystem. The fish 

waste provides an organic food source for the plants, and the plants naturally filter the water for the 

fish. And the benefits of Aquaponics: 1/10th of the amount of water usage, 1/4 the amount of grow 

space, two crops grown in one system (Fish and Plants), no herbicides or weeding, less disease and pest 

issues and dirt-free produce.   

They suggest that the system for Mountz be in the back of the APR where all students can see the 

system.  They said all students can work with the system and learn about it.  They would install and 

maintain the system.  The system would cost $14,000, with an annual expense of $6,000 to maintain the 

system.  It was suggested that the PTA doesn’t have to be responsible for the maintenance.   Suggested 

that parents or teachers could maintain the system.  But all agreed that it would be best to have beat 

farms maintain the system.  The topic of the contract was brough up, and it was confirmed that the 

school’s attorney would review the contract.  Question was asked if transfer of maintenance was 

included in the contract.  If it is not, all agreed that it should be included.  Suggested that the cost of 

maintaining the system be moved to the BOE’s budget.  BOE representatives said they would propose it 

at the next BOE meeting.  A vote was taken to approve the $14,000 spend for the system.  With the 

stipulation that the BOE would pay to maintain the system.  A vote was taken, and it was passed with 

the condition that the BOE will approve the cost to maintain the system.      

SEL Committee: The PTA has formed a new committee called SEL Committee.  Committee members are 

Liz M, Kerry D, Keri T, and Rebecca S. Thank you for volunteering for our PTA's new Social and Emotional 

Learning Committee.   



Mrs. Levine updated the PTA on some of the school’s SEL funding and programming at general PTA 

meeting and the idea for this committee was born from that discussion. The goal of this committee is 

supplement/support the school’s SEL endeavors.  Which can include suggestions for assemblies, 

activities, curriculum enhancements, or other school programs.  All ideas welcome! We will be hosting a 

Mindfulness Soirée on 1/24 in the evening at the Spring Lake Faherty Store.  This event will be for 

teachers and parents.  Kerry D and Rebecca S will be presenting at the event about emotional regulation 

and mindfulness.  The goal of the event is to bring parents and teachers together around the topic.  We 

are very lucky to have parents with expertise in this area who have volunteered to be a part of this 

committee and have volunteered to host this event.   

8TH Grade Fund: An 8TH grade parent asked if the PTA could contribute to the 8th grade.  Parents from the 

8th grade have volunteered on the PTA for many years.  And they are asking that the PTA support the 8th 

grade events. They asked that the PTA consider funding the DC Trip.  And that the BOE could also 

contribute in some ways, so that between the PTA and BOE the 8th grade budget could be covered.  The 

PTA Board said that if this is a need, we could move to vote on it in the next PTA meeting.     

Mini Grants:  A mini grant request came in for $4000 for white board tables for the math room.  The 

tables have not been updated in years and Mrs. Dettlinger made the request.  It would be for 12 tables 

at $500 each.  A vote was held to determine if we can add a line item for this additional expense.  All 

PTA members present voted yes to approve. 

Assemblies: A request was made to increase the assembly budget by an additional $5000.  Because the 

school is pre-school-8th the needs for assemblies are different throughout the school.  At times 

additional assemblies are needed to cater to all ages.  A vote was taken to allow the Board to approve 

additional assemblies for up to $5000.  All PTA members present voted yes to approve. 

Violin Program:  The program will begin on 1/17 and will run through 3/14 from 3:05-4:05 at Mountz. 

The lesson is $100 per student, and it includes the violin rental.  It was suggested that the PTA pay for 

the program.  A vote was taken to approve the $2000 spend.  All PTA members present voted yes to 

approve. 

Teacher Liaison Report:  

None for today.   

Administrator’s report: 

Superintendent for the Day winner Charolette M. helped share this month’s report! She shared that last 

week there was a safety drill and today there will be a fire drill.  Teacher and Paraprofessional of the 

Year were announced.  Mr. Janelli won Teacher of the Year, and Mrs. Maniace won Paraprofessional of 

the Year. 

Dr. LaValva wished everyone Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year.   

A parent asked when children are brought inside for an “in day”, he said when it is below freezing, the 

kids are inside.   

Mrs. Levine shared that NJ Start Strong Data would be coming out any day.  And reports will go out to 

parents before break.   



Students participated in the STEM Tank Challenge.  They worked with Ms. Ping to complete a project 

which was submitted to a contest.  They are hoping to move to the next round.  If they move to the next 

round, their project will be 3-D printed.   

Last week middle school students participated in Model UN at Manasquan HS.  They hope to do it again 

in the Spring.     

Committee Updates: 

Giving Tree Update – Thank you for supporting the Giving Tree! We had close to 100% participation 

again this year.  Gifts were delivered to Interfaith Neighbors.   

Holiday Cookies for Teachers and Staff Update –Thank you to all who signed up!  The cookies were very 

appreciated by the teachers and staff. 

Poinsettias for teachers and staff – the PTA will gift teachers holiday plants and holiday cards from 

students.  A signup sheet was passed around so parents could sign their children up to make cards for 

the teachers.   

Elf Hunt Update – the hunt will take place on Dec. 18th from 1-3 for children up to 4th grade.  Thank you 

to our chairs Liz M and Kiernan D. 10 elf’s will be hidden in the town.  Kids will receive clues to help 

them on the hunt.  And the final clue will lead them to the firehouse for hot coco and a visit with Santa.  

We are looking for student and parent volunteers for the event.     

Gift Fair Update – the gift fair will take place on 12/16.  A volunteer sign up sheet will be sent out.  A 

reminder to send envelopes in with your students in advance of the fair.  Thank you to event chairs 

Eileen L and Carmen M.   

Someone Special Dance Date Announced - will be Sunday 3/19 4-7 at the SL Golf Club  

 

SLED Liaison report: N/A   

BOE Liaison report: There is a Board meeting this Monday.  Outgoing Board members will be thanked for 

their service and 2 new Board members will be welcomed.   

Next PTA meeting will be Jan. 17th.  

 

 

 


